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needs for developing a rich and creative life. Situated in
one corner of Asia, she did not feel the full impact of the
great movements of population that swept across the Eura-
sian continent. India combines difficulty of access from
outside with vastness of the tracts available for habitation
and culture within. Together, they make India more im-
mune from foreign attack or interference than has been
the case with most of the other countries whose civilisations
flourished in ancient times* We often talk of the many
invasions of India. Compared to the vicissitudes suffered
by Iran, Mesopotamia, Syria or Egypt, she has enjoyed
calm and tranquillity, and developed her civilisation un-
hampered by interference from outside.

One might go so far as to say that Indian geography
demanded the unity of her history. Physical features
so sharply mark off India from the rest of Asia that attempts
either to divide the country or to expand it beyond its
natural frontiers have invariably failed. Thfl Aryan invaders
who came from outside soon lost their connections with
the Aryans in the trans-Indian lands. Attempts of the
Aryans to keep Afghanistan within Iroa also failed. Not-
withstanding the survival of names like Kandahar, Afghani-
stan soon moved out of the orbitlof Indian lif^. Greek
attempts to incorporate the PunjaMstt^Afghanistan failed
equally with the Maurya ai
The attempts of Mahmud GhaznTon the otmd from Kabul
failed while the Pathan empero/end to mafeontrol over the
trans-border lands. The MugWA society dibits a repetition
of the same story. Similarly/strial gracbften been annexed
to, but could not be in^ivacityorpermanently in, the
territories of Persia,        Andes b*"*

This clear demarcationJ>-cy ofe outside world is matched
by an equally insistent^ he&ncnt for unity within India,
From the earliest timejfto ojpuad kingdoms and" principalities
seeking to impose on#ce$^&n rule over the whole coiintry.
The legendary sto\^fljoxy'dte Ra^ayana and Mahabharata